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WELCOME LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Campers and Families,

Welcome to the 2011 summer season of Camp Elphinstone and thank you for choosing the YMCA
foryourc hi |l dés summer camp experience. We |l ook for we
staff are preparing to ensure they have a positive and successful camp experience. No matter if you

are a new camper or a returning one, please read through this package thoroughly. We believe that

a positive and rewarding camp experience starts with preparation. This package contains vital

information regarding your trip to YMCA Camp Elphinstone and, as always, there is new information

for you to be aware of (every year there are new dates, details and transportation times).

Talking to your campers about their upcoming adventure is an important step in ensuring a good

time for everyone involved. Communication and preparation are key to the experience, if you

have any questions orconcernspl ease do not hesitate to contact
Early communication allows us to address questions and concerns before you child starts camp,

ensuring an easy transition on the first day.

We expect all YMCA Campers and staff to abide by the YMCA core values of Caring, Honesty,
Respect and Responsibility throughout their time at camp.

We are looking forward to meeting your child this summer and sharing our place of a million
memories.

Sincerely,

Tou Ot —

Pam Chater
Camp Director
YMCA Camp Elphinstone

YMCA Camp Elphinstone Registration Office
1760 YMCA Rd, Gibsons, BC 20071 1166 Alberni St. Vancouver BC
Tel: 1-604-886-2025 Tel: 604-939-9622
Fax: 1-604-886-2363 Fax: 604-939-9621
E-mail: camp.elphinstone@vanymca.org E-mail: camps@vanymca.org

Website: www.vanymca.org/camps
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GETTING TO KNOW CAMP

YMCA Healthy Kids Day!

Healthy Kids Day will take place at Camp Elphinstone, the Langara Family YMCA, the Tong Louie
Family YMCA and the Robert Lee YMCA on Saturday, June 4™, 2011. Call (604) 939-9622 for
details. HKD is a great way to find out more about the Y, visit our facilities and enjoy a free lunch. It
is a perfect opportunity for new campers to become comfortable, meet staff and learn about
programs. We hope to see you there!

1760 YMCA Road, Gibsons on the Sunshine Coast (a complimentary shuttle service will meet the
9:20 and 11:20 sailings from Horseshoe Bay).

CAMP ACTIVITIES

YMCA Camp Elphinstone has many exciting activities to offer:

Waterfront
Sailing, canoeing, kayaking, fishing, swimming, voyageur canoes

Land Sports and Challenges
High ropes course, low ropes course, basketball, soccer, volleyball, archery, tennis, tetherball,
Ultimate Frisbee

Creative and Environmental
Art, drama, music, campfires, nature walks, Big Tree, global adventures

Outdoor Living Skills
Canoe trips, hiking trips, outdoor cooking, shelter building, map and compass, low-impact camping

Your camper will have an opportunity to participate in a variety of the above listed activities. All
activities will be age-appropriate and participation will be based on the size, skill and safety of the
campers.

Out Tripping

All two-week Dakota and Adventurer campers will go on an overnight/out tripping camp
experience which will involve canoeing, hiking or a combination of the two. Groups will travel to
areas such as Gambier Island, Mount Elphinstone, Sechelt Inlet or one of our many onsite
locations. One-week Dakota groups will participate in an on site overnight.

Chapman campers do not have an overnight planned in their schedule, although groups will
have the option of planning a single night out trip (usually to one of our on-site locations)
together if they so choose.

Campers will stay in tents and pack food and equipment with the help of the out tripping staff
team. Trip lengths and destinations are decided in collaboration with the counselors and
Program Coordinators and are based upon the ages and ability of cabin groups



TUCK SHOP

Our camp tuck shop provides a great opportunity for campers to take home camp gear or
souvenirs of their camp experience. All campers will have an opportunity to visit our tuck shop
with their cabin group at least once a week. Possible items include: T-shirts, hoodies, hats, water
bottles, magnets, beach balls, etc. The prices of these items will range from $3 to $45
(prices/items are subject to change). Some healthy food and drink options will be available,
possible items could include popcorn, pretzels, juice, and fruit slushies.

In order to help us minimize the amount of money campers need at camp the tuck shop will
mai ntain a computerized account system. A credit
through our registration office 604-939-9622.

Remaining credits on camper sd accmmbutsemetf mor e t
approximately2 weeks after the session ends. Remaining
or less can be carried forward to other YMCA programs or put to YMCA Camps Annual

Campaign. Annual Campaign funding is used to provide financial assistance to families and

i ndividual s who otherwise candét afford to partic

RESIOENTIAL cAve [

Please note the camp start and end days!

Parents and Guardians will be required to sign in campers with identified staff members at each

location. Please advise us if the person picking up the camper differs from the person who

dropped them off. Foryourc hi | dés safety everyone must show p|
up a camper.

These scheduled arrival and departure times are very important as they enable our group
leaders to structure the important first and last days of the session to be as beneficial as possible
for each camper group. If for any reason you will be unable to make either the scheduled bus
times please contact the Camp Elphinstone office (604) 886-2025.

Traveling to Camp Elphinstone by Car
If you are dropping your child off directly at Camp please plan your arrival for 1:00pm on
Sunday and pick-up time for 3:00 PM on Friday .

Travelling by Ferry zfor families picking up and dropping off from Horseshoe Bay

If you are dropping your child off at Horseshoe Bay Ferry Terminal you should be there at 11:15am
(12:00pm Ferry) on the first day. On the last day of camp campers will return at 4:15pm (3:25pm
Ferry).

Travelling by Bus
A camp staff member monitors each bus and orientation for camp begins on the bus. For your
chil dés aavishetd changeitrnspgrtation after the session has started, we will require



