
 



 
 

 
Dear Campers and Parents  
 
Welcome to YMCA Camp Howdy! We are extremely excited about this coming summer and are 
glad that you will be joining us. If you are a returning camper you already know about some of the 
exciting camp activities we have planned for you. If this is your first time we canôt wait to help you 
experience the fun that is Camp Howdy! The program we have put together is designed to 
emphasize the importance of healthy living and healthy choices. 
 
We have put together this package with the hopes that it will answer any questions you undoubtedly 
have about this coming summer. The information contained here is an important step to ensure you 
have the best possible time at camp. If you still have questions after reading this please donôt 
hesitate to contact us. 
 
To ensure that every camper has a great time at YMCA Camp Howdy we expect all campers to 
abide by the YMCA core values of caring, honesty, respect and responsibility during their stay at 
camp. 
 
We are very excited about the upcoming summer at Camp Howdy! The 2010 staff team is 
enthusiastic and eager to bring you the best programs Camp Howdy has to offer! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Pam Chater 
Camp Director 
 
 
 

YMCA Camp Howdy  
S7, C9, RR1 Port Moody, BC 

Tel: 604-939-9391 
Fax: 604-939-9376 

E-mail: howdy.camper@vanymca.org 
May 1 ï Sept 30 

Registration Office  
200 ï 1166 Alberni St. Vancouver BC 

Tel: 604-939-9622 
Fax: 604-939-9621 

E-mail: camps@vanymca.org 
Oct 1- April 30  

Website: www.vanymca.org/camps 
 

mailto:howdy.camper@vanymca.org
mailto:camps@vanymca.org


 
YMCA Healthy Kids Day!  
Healthy Kids Day will take place at Camp Howdy, Camp Elphinstone, the Langara Family YMCA 
and the Tong Louie Family YMCA on Saturday, May 29th. Call (604) 939-9622 for details. HKD is a 
great way to find out more about the Y, visit our facilities and enjoy a free lunch - a perfect 
opportunity for new campers to become comfortable, meet staff and learn about programs. We hope 
to see you there! 
 
Residential Camper Family Dinner   
Join your camper for dinner at 5pm on Friday night of their camp session. The camp will be open to 
families from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. Dinner will be served buffet style throughout that time. You will 
also have a chance to meet your childôs leaders, see what their week at camp was like and watch a 
slideshow. 
 
There are no additional fees for attending Family Dinner with your camper but please call our camps 
office at 604-939-9622 if you plan to attend.  
 
Day Camp Family Night  
Family Night runs on Wednesday evenings from 6:00pm to 9:00pm.  This is a great opportunity for 
parents and family to see the camp, meet your camperôs group leader, and take part in a family 
campfire. Dinner is served at 6:00 PM; if you choose to attend Family Night your camper will remain 
at camp that afternoon. 
 
You must register for Family Night in advance by contacting our main registration office at  
604-939-9622, please note that Family Night is an additional cost ($11.50/person - for both campers 
and parents). 
 
 

 

 
YMCA Camp Howdy has many exciting activities to offer: 
 
Waterfront  
Canoeing, kayaking, fishing and swimming 
 
Land Sports and Chal lenges  
Rock climbing, soccer, field games, archery initiative tasks and team building activities 
 
Creative and Environmental  
Art, campfires, nature walks, Global Adventures and forest games 
 
Outdoor Living Skills  
Canoe trips, hiking trips, outdoor cooking, shelter building and low-impact camping 
 



Your camper will have an opportunity to participate in a variety of the above listed activities. All 
activities will be age-appropriate and participation will be based on size, skill and safety of the 
campers. 
 

Out Tripping  

Only our oldest male and female cabin groups may choose to go on an out trip experience which 
will involve canoeing in the following regions on Indian Arm: Raccoon Island, Big Twin, Bishops 
Creek and Granite Falls.  
 
Campers will stay in tents and pack food and equipment with the help of the out tripping staff. 
These trips will be one night and destinations are decided in collaboration with the counsellors 
and the out tripping staff, and are based upon the ages and ability of cabin groups.  
 
Other cabins may choose to do an on-site overnight during the week. 
 
 

 
The Howdy Tuck shop will be open on the first and last day of camp as well as Day Camp Family 
Nights. A variety of items may be purchased including t shirts, lanyards, magnets and more. 
Prices will range from $5-$30. 
 

 

 
Please ensure that your child knows who will be meeting them at the bus stop. If you find 
yourself unavoidably detained please contact the Camp Howdy office at 604-939-9391. Any child 
not met by a parent or other adult specified by you as a contact person will be returned to the 
camp until the parent can be contacted. 

Please do not arrive before 11:00 AM as staff will not be available to care for your 
children.  

 
Traveling by Car  
Parents wishing to drive their child should plan their arrival for between 11:00 AM and  12:00 PM 
on Sunday , please note the camp program begins at 12:00 noon. Pick-up time is 6:00 PM on 
Friday.  
 
Travelling by Bus  
Please arrive at  least 15 minutes before the bus is scheduled to leave  to allow for loading.  
A camp staff member monitors each bus and orientation for camp begins on the bus. For your 
childôs safety, if you wish to change transportation after the session has started, we will require 
notification in writing of the change. Changes to transportation during your camp session must 
be made with the Camp Howdy office. 
 
Parents and Guardians will be required to sign in campers with identified staff members at each 
location.  Please advise us if the person picking up the camper differs from the person who 



dropped them off. For your childôs safety everyone must show photo identification when picking 
up a camper. 

 Location:  Departure  - Sunday  Return  - Friday  

Langara Family Y MCA 
282 W 49th Ave. Vancouver 

10:00 AM 6:30 PM 

Burnaby Central School  
4939 Canada Way, Burnaby 

10:45 AM 5:45 PM 

Tong Louie Family YMCA  
14988 57th Ave. Surrey 

10:00 AM 6:15 PM 

Port Moody Rec Center  
300 Ioco Rd 

11:00 AM 5:15 PM 

 

Transportation is provided on licensed school buses or in our own YMCA passenger van. On the 
first day of camp each child will receive a bracelet. Your child must wear this bracelet for the 
duration of their camp experience to ensure that they get on the correct bus each day.  
 
A bus monitor will be on each van/bus and your child must be signed in with the bus monitor upon 
boarding AND signed out upon leaving. If you wish your child to be able to walk home from the bus 
please ensure that the camp office has written notice of this. 
 
Travelling By Bus  
Arrive at the bus stop at least 10 minutes prior to the scheduled bus time and allow up to 15 minutes 
for delays. If you miss the bus please drive your child to camp and call YMCA Camp Howdy directly 
at 604-939-9391. 
 
The bus monitor will only  release your child to the person(s) listed on the registration form. If you 
miss your intended pick-up your child will remain on the bus and will travel to the final scheduled 
stop on that route. Bus monitors will coordinate with camp and will remain with your child. Please 
contact YMCA Camp Howdy if this does happen. 
              

Route 1 ï RED ROUTE ï Burnaby/New Westminster Bus  

New Westminster Secondary 
School 

835 Eighth St, 
New Westminster 

7:45am/4:35pm 

Burnaby Village Museum 6501 Deer Lake Ave, Burnaby 8:00am/4:20pm 

Miller Park Elementary 800 Egmont Ave, 
Coquitlam 

8:20am/4:00pm 

 

Route 2 ï YELLOW ROUTE ï Tri -Cities South East Bus  

Hazel Trembath Elementary 1278 Confederation Dr, 
Port Coquitlam 

7:40am/4:30pm 

Central Community School 2260 Central Ave, 
Port Coquitlam 

7:44am/4:15pm 

NE Corner of Coquitlam Centre Glen Dr  & Pinetree Way, 
Coquitlam 

8:15am/3:50pm 

Scott Creek Middle School 1240 Lansdowne Dr, 8:30am/3:40pm 



Coquitlam 
 

Route 3 ï GREEN ROUTE ï Tri -Cities North East Bus  

James Park Elementary 1761 Westminster Ave, 
Port Coquitlam 

7:45am/4:45pm 

Coquitlam River Elementary 4250 Shaughnessy St, 
Port Coquitlam 

8:00am/4:30pm 

Nestor Elementary 1266 Nestor St, 
Coquitlam 

8:10am/4:20pm 

Pinetree Way Elementary 1420 Pinetree Way, 
Coquitlam 

8:25am/4:05pm 

Bramblewood Elementary 2875 Panorama Dr, 
Coquitlam 

8:35am/3:55pm 

 

Route 4 ï BLUE ROUTE ï Tri -Cities South Bus  

Alderson Elementary  825 Gauthier Ave, 
Coquitlam 

7:45am/4:35pm 

Mundy Road Elementary 2200 Austin Ave, 
Coquitlam 

8:05am/4:15pm 

Parkland Elementary 1536 Regan Ave, 
Coquitlam 

8:15am/4:05pm 

Port Moody Rec Centre 300 Ioco Rd, 
Port Moody 

8:30am/3:50pm 

 
Bus Mail  
Bus mail gives you the opportunity to communicate with the Director or Section Director. The bus 
monitor will travel with a mail pouch each day. If you have information about your childôs 
transportation arrangements, other information you feel we should know or questions/concerns, 
these can be sent by bus mail to the camp. 
 
Travelling b y Car  
Please ensure that your children are on time for camp. If you know your child will be late on a 
specific day please call Camp Howdy directly at 604-939-9391. 
Drop Off:  8:45 to 9:00am  Pick -Up:  3:30 to 3:45pm 
 
Meet with a camp staff member to sign your child in and out of camp each day. Do not leave 
without signing every day. If you are unable to pick-up/drop-off within the above times you can 
register for our Pre/Post-Care option held at the Port Moody Rec Centre.  

 
Pre/Post Care  
Pre/Post Care complements our bus service and allows your child to stay at the Port Moody Rec 
Centre with camp staff until you come and pick them up.  Pre and Post Care takes place mostly 
outdoors where children will take part in activities, sports and group games. Two camp staff will 
ensure the safety and care of your child. Please contact our registration office at (604) 939-9622 
to register for Pre/Post Care.  

¶ Pre care starts at 7:30 AM. It is important that you arrive at this time in order to sign your 
child in.  

¶ Post care goes until 5:30 PM. You may pick up your child before this time but you must 
ensure you sign them out. 



Please be aware that this is a single program and we cannot accept registration for just 
pre care or post care.  

Absentees  
Please let us know if your child will be absent from camp by calling us directly at 604-939-9391.  
If the phone is not answered please leave a message stating your camperôs full name and the 
date of your call. If a camper is not present during morning attendance the parent(s) will be 
contacted as soon as possible. 

 

We have several methods in which to contact your child at camp, please see details below - if you 
have any questions or concerns contact us at 604-939-9391. 
 
By Mail  

Camperôs Name and Session 
c/o YMCA Camp Howdy 

S7, C9, RR#1 
Port Moody BC  V3H 3C8 

 
Everyone enjoys receiving mail so please write! Mail will be picked up every day and delivered 
to your camper by cabin group. Send letters prior to or during the first few days of camp to 
ensure delivery. Letters that do not arrive until after the session has ended will be returned to 
sender.   

 
E-mail  

howdy.camper@vanymca.org  
Emails are printed daily and distributed like regular mail. Please put your childôs name and 
session in the subject line. Campers do not have access to email to respond. 

 
Phone Calls  

Remember that your camper is involved in activities throughout the day. Speaking with them 
directly is not always a possibility as they may be in a boat or on a day out trip.  Should you wish to 
speak with your child contact the office and make arrangements to speak when it will be least 
disruptive to their programming. 
 

Please do not send a cell phone with your camper as they frequently have a negative impact 
on the camp experienc e.  

 

If you would like an update on your camperôs progress please feel free to contact the Director or 
Coordinator and they will fill you in on how things are going. 
 
 

Emergency  
Should a family emergency arise that requires you to contact your child please call 604-939-9391 
and we will be happy to assist you. 

 


